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The Voice of lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and trans members in the PCS Union 

 

East Midlands PROUD  
 
“When I became a rep. for Proud, I had no experience of the Gay Scene, not being a 
clubby sort of person. So I was, frankly, stumped when it came to having any idea 
about where to hold meetings in a gay friendly environment. But then I met Dave 
Shaw at the PROUD Crouch End Training Event, and my life was changed! Dave 
seemed to know all of the places in the region, and I have also come to trust his taste 
and judgement on this matter. So I made a suggestion that it would be helpful to 
people like me to have some sort of ‘Rough Guide’ to Gay bars and pubs in the region, 
how about it, Dave? And the following is his response!….”  Jude Jackson (former) PROUD 
East Midlands Regional Rep. 
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Pink & Pinkish water holes of the East Midlands 
- A beginner’s guide to the Lesbian & Gay bars in the region 

2nd Edition – September 2004 
 

By David Shaw – PCS Proud, Nottingham 
 
This is the 2nd Edition of my guide to the Pink and Pinkish ‘watering holes’ in the region and 
includes reviews of all the venues I am aware of as at 1 September 2004. Apologies for any 
omissions, however it’s nothing a couple of free guest passes / drinks wouldn’t rectify!   
 
Now a couple of points by way of introduction; firstly this guide is primarily aimed to help 
those who are venturing out on the scene for the first time. Consequently it does not set out 
to cover details of all the different theme nights that may take place at the various venues, 
whether drag fetish or anything in between! However, if you fear you may be too straight to 
be gay, then this guide is for you! 
 
Secondly, a quick note, by way of background. I work as a management consultant, for a big 
government department. The practicalities of the job mean that I spend a fair amount of time 
on the road (or more usually train) travelling the length and breadth of the UK.   
 
Now, as a consequence of Dr Beeching taking his axe to the main north-south rail line through 
fair Nottingham town, I frequently find myself at one of the major interchange stations in the 
region awaiting a connecting train for the last leg of my journey home.  
 
This last stage of my journey is often delayed (sometimes for far longer than the average late 
train!) as a result of my nipping into one of the local gay establishments for a quick pint!  
 
So, for those of you that get out and about a bit (and some of you are virtually permanent 
fixtures on the scene – you know who you are!) and especially for those of you who ought to 
get out a bit more, here is my beginners guide to the regions’ pubs and clubs. 
 
 

– Part 1 Nottingham     
 
Starting on home turf; Nottingham – Queen of the Midlands (!) – home of Robin Hood & the 
wicked Sheriff, along with two famous football grounds, one famous Cricket ground and the 
National Water Sports Centre (and we’re talking boats and skis here!).  
 
Nottingham’s scene has vacillated between extremely good to pretty poor over the last two 
decades. Indeed, it’s not so long (In terms of straight years) since Nottingham’s scene was 
vastly superior to Manchester’s and for those of you that remember Part II and Deluxe (way, 
way before my time!) the current situation must appear to pale somewhat by comparison.  
 
However, that said, the current scene in Nottingham is vibrant. Nottingham’s student 
population of around 60k sees to that and the students’ presence has a significant impact on 
the scene. Indeed, when those young pink students head back to those sleepy hamlets from 
whence they came, the scene in Notts. visibly shrinks. So at Christmas us locals enjoy the 
relative peace and quiet and prepare ourselves for their return, which is normally with a 
vengeance!  
 
Beyond the ‘gay’ pubs there is an increasing population, by the gay community, of the arty and 
trendy bars of the nearby parts of the city around Hockley. Consequently I’ll give a few of 
these a mention as well. Pi
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For more info ring Lesbian & Gay Switchboard on 0115 934 8485 (Mon – Fri 7-10pm) or log on 
at www.nottinghamgayscene.co.uk. 
 
 
Lord Roberts                  
www.lordroberts.com 
Broad Street        0115 941 4886 
 
This rates in my books as one of the most accessible gay pubs in Nottingham. It is like your 
typical local, with a friendly bunch of gay bar staff and a light and airy atmosphere. The art 
deco curved windows facing the street allow you to take a furtive look inside before you 
commit yourself to going in! However, you can always be assured of a warm welcome. There 
are normally always a few people here throughout the day, however the lunchtime crowd is 
more mixed (the LR does advertise itself as a ‘theatre bar’ rather than gay) however there is 
never any problems with homophobia because of that fact. Light bar snacks are served 
between 12-2.30pm (no food in the evening unfortunately). The food quality is good and 
excellent value for money. The pub can become very busy Friday and Saturday evenings and 
there can even be a big crowd in on Wednesday & Thursday evenings. Wednesday night is a 
fun night with quizzes and competitions, however there’s no compulsion to join in and it won’t 
spoil the evening if you’re not into that kind of thing. There is normally some music playing but 
not so loud as to inhibit conversation. Sit at the bar and you’ll soon be drawn into discussion. 
Thursday is a popular night here, and at The Central, for trans people. Open usual pub hours. 
 
 
@d2 
Lower Parliament Street      0115 950 2727 
 
For those of you that remember the old Admiral Duncan (and I can hear a few of you 
muttering about formative experiences on it’s packed dance floor!) it’s re-incarnation as @d2 
will come as quite a shock. The sleazy toilets and dark dance bar have gone to make way for a 
trendy bar that is now inhabited by Nottingham’s young and beautiful (and a few not so 
beautiful) things. The unisex set up of the clean loos is imaginative and the wash area often 
becomes a bit like the proverbial farmhouse kitchen, a hive of news and gossip. Despite the 
venue’s good ambience it tends to be a bit on the quiet side during the day and early evening, 
but livens up as a pre-clubbing venue to NG1, which is next door. Good drink offers on during 
the early part of the week and the staff drag act on Sunday can be quite a laugh too. Open till 
12.30am every day of the week. 
 
The Broadway Café              
www.broadway.org.uk 
Broad Street        0115 952 1551 
 
This gay-friendly venue serves excellent food and drink, with a wide range of tastes catered 
for. The menu is great value and quality of food is excellent. The staff are friendly and helpful, 
as well as professional and good-looking! Such are the qualities of this place that it attracts a 
fair number of people who are not on the way in or out of the cinema upstairs. The Mezz is 
the no smoking cafe upstairs, serving the same menu. However for those of you who go to the 
movies and are a bit fed up of the Americanisms of expensive movies, popcorn and diet Pepsi 
the cinema here maintains a rare bit of English tradition and is well worth a visit. In particular, 
you can buy a combined meal and cinema ticket for eight quid which includes a main course 
meal and is excellent value. Details of the current cinema programme and facilities can be 
found on the website. 
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 The Screen Room             
www.screenroom.co.uk 
Broad Street        0115 924 1133 
 
This gay-friendly venue, opposite The Lord Roberts, proclaims to be the world’s smallest 
cinema with 21 seats. You can buy delicious Carrot cake and other home-made fare to munch 
while the movie is on and there are weekly 2 4 1 film offers (for when spending the whole of a 
sunny Sunday afternoon in the dark appears preferable!). You can also hire the cinema and 
request a film for a birthday bash or other celebration.    
 
The Coco Lounge 
George Street        0115 941 8555 
 
Café bar with a great ambience and very contemporary décor. Good daytime venue, which 
attracts a mixed crowd, more straight in the evenings. Well worth a visit and you can sit under 
the fronds of the coconut tree in the middle of the joint and pretend you’re in the Seychelles. 
 
Georges 
Broad Street        0115 948 4045 
 
Gay-friendly café bar run by the one and only Georgina - a fab owner & a larger-than-life 
character! Pretty friendly joint if you fancy an alternative to the bars. 2nd Tuesday in the month 
is the Women’s Café – a women’s only night – so you gay boys, who think the place is divine, 
will just have to stay home that night of the month! 
 
NG1            
www.ng1club.co.uk 
Lower Parliament Street      0115 958 8440 
 
This clubbing venue has now been open about 3 years and provided a welcome replacement 
for ‘the Duncan’. It has a pleasant and contemporary ambience and attracts a majority of the 
young and trendy late night crowd in Nottingham. A good number of slightly older people too 
at weekends, but those wanting chance to chat in a quieter environment tend to head for The 
Central. It is open Wednesday to Sunday, although Thursday nights can be a bit on the quiet 
side. Arrive before 11pm (Thurs & Fri) and you can go in for nowt as Bar Soba, which forms 
the quieter area in the club, is open from 8pm. After 11pm, admission costs between £3 & £6, 
depending on the day of the week. There is a Café area that serves fast food Friday and 
Saturday nights when the club can be extremely busy. For you serious dancers the upstairs 
dance bar is the place to be at the weekend when the main floor is seriously chocca. However 
for a shot at conversation try the front of house bar as the quieter area, Bar Soba, isn’t really 
conducive to good conversation. In fact, entering  Bar Soba can be like talking to the catwalk 
when the place is inhabited by a crowd of bitchy queens! (Though for some of you that might 
be a challenge you relish!) Look out for the make-over of the front bar into a stylish chill area 
in late Sept 04. 
 
The Central  
St Edwards Street       0115 958 5883 
 
Most of you old timers will fondly remember this venue, situated on the corner of St Edwards 
Street and Huntingdon Street, as Gatesby’s. Indeed this is now one of Nottingham’s oldest gay 
venues. In 2003 the place had a thorough make-over (about time I hear some of you call) and 
it is now very smart and inviting. During the day the bar has a bright and airy atmosphere, 
whilst at night it becomes warm and inviting. The new dance bar is great for either a pre-club 
warm-up or if you’re having a cheap night out (the venue is open ‘till 2am Friday and Pi
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Saturday). The quieter bar has a seated area, as well as a pool table. The bar staff are 
friendly, although tempted at times to ham it up and play to the crowd when serving us 
regulars! The pub is now under new management and attracting an increasing number of 
female customers. Food is now served during the day. The menu lists basic snacks, but at 
least it’s a better choice than a bag of crisps! The regulars here are a good crowd and 
increasing popular with the leather boys, particularly when the East Mercia group are in town 
on the 3rd Friday of the month. I wish the girls all the best as they take over the incumbency of 
this (in)famous venue! 
 
The New Foresters 
St Anne’s Street        0115 958 0432 
 
Formerly the Forester’s Arms, this pub is slightly more popular with Lesbians. It provides a 
great place for a quick pint if you’re shopping in the Vic Centre. It’s right next door and you 
can nip in between purchases in Envy and Tesco! This pub is great in the summer, on days 
when you can sit outside in the new beer garden or on the little veranda catching a few gay 
rays. There is also a pool table. The pub is open usual hours although increasingly of late it 
has hosted special nights when it has stayed open late. The beer is good and they serve 
lunchtime snacks.  
 
 
The Foresters Inn 
Huntingdon Street       0115 941 9679 
 
Confusingly this pub is situated just across the road from The New Foresters. It is a traditional 
pub, open normal hours. There is a pool table and they serve a food menu at lunch.  
 
The Newmarket 
Lower Parliament Street      0115 979 9724 
 
This gay-run pub hosts a mixed crowd but there is a nice patio area for summer evening 
drinks, away from the crowds and loud music. A good range of traditional ales are served. 
 
The Wax Bar 
Broad Street        0115 959 0007 
 
This is a great late night venue, chilled, trendy and great for when you can’t decide whether to 
do the straight or gay thing, or just to give you time to make up your mind before heading for 
NG1! However be warned – as with Georges up the road, many punters have decided to pop 
in here for a cheeky one and, seduced by the company and chilled sounds, have never made it 
on to the club. Consequently it’s best not to call here if you’ve arranged to meet your mates in 
NG1! 
 
Coming soon…. Mrs Kensington’s 
Snug Lounge, Houndsgate        
 
Wednesday 29th September. New gay night at this fashionable chill-lounge playing Studio 54 & 
80s Electro sounds. Part of evening will include a fashion show from local city establishments.  
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PROUD is the equality group representing lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender members within the Public and Commercial Services Union (PCS). 
The PCS union represents Civil Servants across all government departments and 
some workers in the commercial sector. We in PROUD aim to support all LGBT 
members in the workplace and offer support and training to help those 
members tackle any problems they may face around the issue of their sexuality. 
PCS as a union has always been firmly committed to Equality and Diversity, and 
has actively campaigned on behalf of members belonging to minority groups 
and communities, including lesbian, gay bisexual and transgender people. 
According to our constitution, PCS Proud is set up to promote: 
 
• Equal opportunities within the field of employment for lesbians, gay men, 

bisexuals and transgender people within the civil service and linked 
organisation. 

 
• Equal opportunities within the PCS and within the wider trade union and 

labour movement. 
 

• Equal rights for lesbians, gay men, bisexuals and transgender people within 
society in general. 

 
We also aim to: 

 
• Oppose any organisation, individual(s) or forces in society, which seek to 

foster divisions based on sexuality, class, religion, gender, disability, race, 
creed or HIV status. 

 
• To work within the structure and 'umbrella' organization of the PCS.  

 
• To act as a contact and support for lesbians, gay men, bisexuals and 

transgender people who are members of the PCS. 
 

• To offer solidarity and support to other groups in the lesbian and gay 
community as approved by the AGM. 

 
• To act as a social and cultural network for members. 

 
 

PCS and PROUD will continue to work together to campaign and fight for full 
equality with heterosexuals both in the workplace and outside. To that end, we 
would urge all LGBT individuals within PCS, to join PCS PROUD by contacting 
our Secretary Jude Jackson on Tel: 0161 261 2270 or email at 
pcs_proud@yahoo.co.uk, or visit our website at www.pcsproud.org.uk  
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Membership Application Form 
         

Personal Details 
         
Full Name             
              
Street             
         
              
Town             
              
County             
              
Post Code             
              
Tel No             
              
Department             
              
Email             
              

Please enrol me as a FULL / ASSOCIATE* member of Proud 
         

Full membership of Proud is open to any member of PCS who 
identifies as lesbian, gay or bisexual. Associate membership is open to 

any member of PCS who supports the purpose and objectives of 
Proud. 

      
* Delete as 
appropriate   

I enclose payment of £       
(see below)        
         
Please make cheques payable to "PCS Proud" and send this form, with your 

payment (currently £00.00) to: 
         

PCS Proud Membership Secretary     
P.O. Box 200       
Southwest        
Manchester        
M16 7XD        
         
Cost:        
Full membership: £00.00      
Associate membership: £00.00      
         
 

PCS Proud Group 


